United Way Review Team Question

Piedmont CASA FY 2011 Application 

1. Are the courts required to contact CASA if a case goes to trial?  Or does the judge make the determination to involve CASA?
A juvenile court judge may appoint CASA to three types of cases:  Abuse/Neglect, Child in Need of Services, or Child in Need of Supervision.

Under the Virginia Code, a judge must determine that CASA services are appropriate.  Thus, referral of a case to CASA is discretionary.

In Charlottesville and Albemarle County the judges have determined that CASA’s contributions to a case are so important they have directed that every abuse and neglect case be routinely referred to the Piedmont CASA program.  So, whenever a new abuse/neglect petition is filed, the clerk’s office automatically makes the referral to our program.
Piedmont CASA has never had the capacity to also serve every “child in need of services” or “child in need of supervision” (also known as CHINS cases) because court caseload volume exceeds our ability to provide volunteers.  In these cases, the judges make limited discretionary referrals.  Typically, the CHINS referrals by the judges are cases for which they have particular concerns about the family situation and suspect that abuse/neglect may be an issue.  
