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' Panel: Early learning crucial to success

Byﬂr.ndunihulluh initiative to improve child- t}ruﬂhumnmulaadm,ra- mmw;tvamudma
bshulleetadaiyprogresscom| 767245 hiood readiness for school ceived a $400,000 grant from guidance about what they
; Pianta said young stu- the Virginia Early Childhood can do to help children de-
Education 3 spelled dents receive great benefits Foundation to develop Smart velop, Rushfinn said.
out clearly Thursday that when teachers actually Beginnings’ publ:r.'.prnaba Rushfinn seid that provid-
teaching students at & young guide thglm partnership, promote ing high-quality education to
age, even before they start through soly- suhoolmadﬁmus,argnrm students at a young age is a
sul:mlmu-umaliu&wm ing BEShy benefit to not only the stu-
“m:’d“;g Smca then, Smart dentsbut also businesses and
"l 0o often, those who A e e e e G ek
gtart hehind, stay behind” e e wige ysupport,such as incressing said that childhood develop-
Smart ings Director While teach, fmiles’access tohigh-quality ment is an investment that
Miriam Rushfinn said. “f we ers  should Child care services, Rushfinn benefits everyone in a com-
want to address the achieve- challenge students with rig- said, as well as providing liter- - munity long-term.
ment gap, this is where it orous aseignments, theyalso &ture that helps parents lnow Pianta said high-quality
starts, from [ages] 0 to 5. have to teach in a way that Whether their children are de- - teachers are the key to stu-
Robert C, Pianta, dean of students find relevant, toen- Veloping on time and guide- dents' success early om,
the University of Virginia’s gage students, Pianta said. lines for preparing their chi- adding that instructional
Curry School of Education, In 2007, the dren for school coaches can also help teachers
made a presentation at UVa Chlrlutt&sﬂﬂafﬁlbamarla Smart Beginnings lead- become better at their jobs.
Mamwdd'hcﬂm-ﬁrhﬂrshipﬂ:rl:hﬂdmmﬂm ers have also started a pro- “Any professional NFL
alected officials, businesslead- United Way — Thomss gram at Crozet Elementary player has a whole bunch of
ers and othérs on the progress  Jefferson Area and the Curry  School in which teachers coaches working to make
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